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Islamic Theology and Extraterrestrial Life: New Frontiers in 
Science and Religion  

(I.B. Tauris, 2024) 

Co-edited by Jörg Matthias Determann and Shoaib Ahmed Malik 
 

Over the last thirty years, humanity has discovered 
thousands of planets outside of our solar system. The 
discovery of extraterrestrial life could be imminent. 
This book explains how such a discovery might impact 
Islamic theology. It is the foundational reference on 
the subject, comprising a variety of different insights 
from both Sunni and Shi’i positions, from different 
Muslim contexts, and with chapters that compare and 
contrast Islamic perspectives with Christianity. 
Together, they address some of our biggest questions 
through an Islamic lens: What makes humans unique in 
the cosmos? What are the ethics of dealing with other 
sentient beings? And how universal is salvation? Given 
the accelerating advances in exoplanet research and 

astrobiology, the book is at the frontier of science and Islamic thought. Contributors 
include a range of leading experts from Muslim theologians, scholars of comparative 
and philosophers, to historians, social scientists and natural scientists. 
 
More Information  

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/islamic-theology-and-extraterrestrial-life-
9780755650880/  

Bio 

Jörg Matthias Determann is Professor of History at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Qatar. He is the author of four books published by I.B. Tauris: Islam, 
Science Fiction and Extraterrestrial Life; Space Science and the Arab World; 
Researching Biology and Evolution in the Gulf States; and Historiography in Saudi 
Arabia.  
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